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THE YEAR OF CHALLENGE

1951-1952
beginning of the Interim Administration
at Rollins College was commemorated by a
Festival of Light two weeks before the end,
of the 1950-51 college year. Faculty and students,
marching in academic costume and carrying lighted
candles, assembled in the Knowles Memorial Chapel
where, under the direction of the Dean of the Chapel, Theodore S. Darrah, they rededicated themselves
to the Rollins ideal of the individualized curriculum
and the free mind. Following the rededication
ceremony, the Festival continued to the campus
itself where the buildings were symbolically illuminated by floodlights. Student~, faculty, alum-.
ni, trustees and assembled members of the "Rollin~
Family" again demonstrated the spirit of unity
by heralding the new era with a mass sing followed
by a reception. Thus the year 1950-51 ended .at
Rollins with a unity forged in adversity and an.
enthusiasm sprung from the rediscove.r ed heart . qf
an institution.
·

T

HE

That the year 1951-52 is a year of challenge
for Rollins College should be apparent for several
reasons. In the first place, Rollins has served to
call national attention to the perils of mobilization
and inflation to privately supported educational institutions. To a certain extent, perhaps, Rollins
has become, the prototype of the small, independent
college. The College, of course, has . a primary
responsibility to itself and to its students to · acid
to its tradition as a pioneer in education, but its
responsibility to overcome the threats to independent
education and to survive conspicuously is an obliga~
tion, in part, to American education itself. If
Rollins has been used to dramatize a crisis in higheI
education, then it willingly and, as time goes on,
more confidently accepts the challenge of explaining, at the same time it fulfills, the unique and important mission of the small, independent college.
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Another challenge to Rollins is to justify . and
sustain the faith of its alumni, faculty, students,
friends, and, especially, of its trustees who, by
their industry and enthusiasm . and by their votes
and resolutions, have rejected damaging retrench-
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ment in favor of a policy which must be more
courageously constructive than its obstacles are
formidable.
To some extent, therefore, Rollins is in the
position of a businessman who constructs upon reverses and of a soldier who counter-attacks under
siege. It is a position from which it is possible
to leap far or to fall hard. Just as nothing fails
so emphatically as an incomplete revolution, so
initiative based on the intangibles of faith and
loyalty must succeed or be called foolish. Some
of the constructive preparations recorded in these
pages already indicate that Rollins does not intend to fall nor to fail those who have sanctioned
its year of challenge.
Rollins is also challenged by its own tradition. A pioneer in the Conference Plan, the Individualized Curriculum and planned smallness as
a virtue in education, it is not an institution
especially compatible with extreme conservatism.
The fact that statistically, in terms of faculty size,
the College, in recent months, has returned to the
status quo does not mean that it is dedicated to the
status quo in ideology. The worship of a static
tradition is conservatism in modern education, but
if the tradition be one of embracing what is enduring in the old, at the same time exploring or
creating what is worthy in the new, then the heritage
is perpetuating and the frontier infinite.
The fact that the year of challenge for Rollins
coincides with the year of challenge for America
should make education an especially exhilarating
experience in the year 1951-52. The needs of
modern students, in part, are the same as the needs
of the students who recited the Athenian Oath.
Modern education must work within its vast heritage
to fulfill that need for balance and perspective.
But the needs of the students of 1951-52, in part,
are vastly different from those of the students of
Athens; they are, in fact, significantly different
from the needs of the students of 1945.
To fulfill the first need for balance and perspective, Rollins in 1951-52 will proudly depend
upon its complete Liberal Arts Curriculum fortified
by the Conference Plan of teaching, whose soundness and effectiveness have been proved by time.
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To fulfill the second and immediate need,
Rollins has launched additions to its curriculum
which must yet be proved but in which the College,
because of the qualifications of its faculty and
distinguished consultants, has firm confidence. - A
prospectus of these promising additions is contained
in these pages.
In this year of challenge, therefore, to demonstrate successfully the mission of the small, independent college in America, to sustain the faith of
the trustees and of the "Rollins Family," and to
continue its tradition as a pioneer in education,
Rollins College has already dedicated itself to
going forward with an energy tempered by economic prudence and with an enthusiasm tempered
by the wise momentum of any institution of useful
service.
Rollins has had shattered, within the past year,
the barrier which tends to build up over a period
of time between an institution and the people it
serves. Its shell has been broken; its safe has
been unlocked; and its closets have been opened.
What has been found has not been an educational
ideal which has reached senility. What has been
found is the elusive heart of an institution. This
heart thrives; it is young; it has spirit. In the
year 1951-52 it is beating with a purpose.

THE INTERIM ADMINISTRATION

T

Interim Administration began at Rollins
on May 13, when the Board of Trustees announced that all intercollegiate athletics
were being restored except football, that the previously dismissed faculty members were reinstated,
and that the following Interim Administration was
appointed:
HE

To fulfill the first need for balance and perspective, Rollins in 1951-52 will proudly depend
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Acting President Hugh F. McKean, who has
been connected with Rollins for almost twenty-five
years. He is Director of the Morse Gallery of Art
and Professor of Art. A noted painter, his canvases
have received numerous "best works" awards from
outstanding exhibitions. Mr. McKean is president
of the Florida Federation of Art and is an active
member of national art associations.
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First Vice President A. J. Hanna, who has been
at· Rollins for thirty-five years. He is the Alexander Weddell Professor of American History and
the· author of several books of both scholarly and
popular interest. Dr. Hanna is a contributor to
historical 'dictionaries and is Director of InterAmerican studies. Mr. McKean and Dr. Hanna
are Rollins graduates.
· : · Vice President and Treasurer Jo!in M. Tiedtke,
who has been at Rollins intermittently since 1936,
teaches economics, is a business leader of broad
experience and a trustee of Wooster College in
Ohio. He is owner and manager of an extensive
plantation in ·Southern Florida.
President McKean, whose resignation, postdated one year, is already in the hands of trustees,
~nd Vice President Tiedtke are serving without
remuneration.

NEW APPOINTMENTS

T

following appointments have been made
by the Interim Administration :
To fill the vacancies created by the resignations of Dean Wendell Stone and Dean Alexander
Waite, both of whom will continue to teach at Rollins, the faculty will elect a permanent dean at
its first meeting of the new academic year. Dr.
Rhea Marsh Smith, of the History Department,
served as acting dean during the summer of 1951.
HE

To fill the vacancies created by the resignations
of · Horace A. Tollefson and L. Frank Long, Paul
Kruse, A.B., B.S.L.S., has been appointed Librarian. Mr. Kruse, who has virtually completed the
requirements for his Ph.D . in Library Science at
the University of Chicago, was on the staff of the
Library of Congress and was sent by the State
Department to establish the library at the United
Nations Conference in San Francisco. He has
served as bibliographer of the Encyclopedia Britan•
nica and has taught in the Library School of George
Peabody College for Teachers. He will assume
his duties as head of the new $525,000 Mills Memorial Library which will be operating in September. Other staff appointments to the Mills
Memorial Library will be released later.
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William R. Shelton, who has served as a member of the. Englis~ Department for one year, has
been appomted Director of Public Relations. A
cont~ibutor to national magazines, he has previously
received an Award of Excellence from the American Advertising Council for his work in advertising
and public relations. An Atlantic Monthly prize
short story was included in O'Henry Prize Stories
in 1948, and he was awarded a Harper and Brothers
novel fellowship in 1949. He received an A.B. degree from Rollins in 1948 and attended the graduate school of the State University of Iowa on a
teaching fellowship.
Dr. John W . Shank, former Dean of Students
at Coe College in Iowa, will teach two courses in
educational psychology. He received the M.S. degree in Education and the Ph.D. degree from
Northwestern University where he was a Fellow
in the School of Education. While Dean of Students at Coe College, he taught educational psychology. Previously, he served at Lake Forest
.Academy for fourteen years as psychometrist and
successively as head of the English Department and
as Dean of Students.
Stanley Tasker, of Chicago, Illinois, has been
appointed Associate Professor of Art. Born in
Edinburgh, Scotland, Mr. Tasker received his secondary schooling at Newstead College and received
his B.A.E. degree from the Art Institute of Chicago where he is completing the requirements for
the M.A.E. degree. While in the Royal Air Force,
he also studied architecture and interior design at
the Cambridge Art College in England. On his
release from the R.A.F., he was awarded a Ministry of Education Grant for further studies in
art education.
Marion T. Gaines, III, who was part-time instructor in radio at Rollins from 1948 to 1950, has
been appointed Instructor in Speech. A former
Captain in the Air Force, he received the B.A.
degree from the University of Florida and has
been active in radio programming and announcing
for over ten years.

5

THE SPIRIT OF UNITY
same enthusiasm and unity which were expressed in the last few days of the academic
year have been manifest during the summer
as a vital and sustaining spirit in the realm of
action. Students and alumni have organized active
admissions and public relations teams which are
operating on the effective level of personal contact
not only in the immediate college area but also
across the nation. In July, President McKean and
Vice President Hanna made a successful tour of
the north and midwest, coordinating these efforts in
New York, Pittsburgh, Cleveland, Detroit, Chicago,
Milwaukee and other cities. Students and alumni
flocked to the hotel headquarters to hear the constructive plans for the new year and to initiate
the formation of new alumni clubs.

T

HE

,.,,

Many of the faculty have volunteered part of
their summer on behalf of the College. Dr. William
Fort, Professor of Philosophy and Psychology,
spent the entire summer writing hundreds of letters
to parents of students with the purpose of bringing
about a closer relationship between parents and
members of the "Rollins Family."
Despite the intangibles of admissions workthe variables of change of plans and withdrawals
due to mobilization-next year's admissions figures
are showing signs of climbing close to those of
1950-51, when G.I. education was still strong and
before mobilization had begun in earnest. But
the summer itself will tell. If faith, enthusiasm
and unity can bring those eager to be educated to
those eager to educate them-and to educate them
well-then the year of challenge will be well on
its way to a year of triumph for Rollins College.

NEW COURSES
To supplement its regular Liberal Arts Curriculum, Rollins College is announcing a list of
stimulating new courses.
One series of courses is being arranged to attempt to orient students in terms of the more challenging issues of the immediate times of international crisis.
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ORIENTATION FOR THE ARMED SERVICES

In the fall term the course will be "Orientation
for the Armed Services." The mission of this
course is to present to the student a concept of the
military establishment and its relation to the government as a whole; to define and clarify the responsibility of the citizen to society in respect to
military service; and to present to the student an
understanding of the missions and functions of the
three Armed Services in order that he may better
adapt himself to possible service in any one of
them. Seven military consultants have been appointed to cooperate in the formulation and presentation of the course, including the following:
Lt. General George H. Brett, USAF, Ret.
Lt. General Louis H. Brereton, USAF, Ret.
Rear Admiral A. R. McCann, USN, Ret.
Brig. General Henry A. Barber, Jr., USA, Ret.
Brig. General John F. Egan, USAF, Ret.
Brig. General James F. Moriarty, USMC, Ret.
Colonel Richard C. Babbitt, USA, Ret.
In addition, a group of six Veteran Consultants
will be appointed in the fall from among the veterans on the campus to represent the views of the
veterans of World War II.
This is a particularly important course in view
of the present crisis in international affairs and the
recent passage of the Universal Military Training
Bill which will lead to the induction of millions of
young Americans into the Armed Services. Actually, the new Rollins course is in accord with plans
of the Department of Defense which is formulating
a course for the orientation of potential soldiers in
the Armed Services.
FREE SOCIETY

The second course in the series, which will be
given in the winter term, will be called "Free Society," a course designed to impress upon students
the spirit of the American democratic heritage and
the responsibilities they assume as American citizens. In an age when the concept of democracy
and the concept of the dignity of the individual are
confronted with the serious challenge of the super
r,,tate of totalitarianism, it is essential that young
Americans be made aware of the historic traditions
of Free Society. The course will deal with such
fundamental institutions as the free press, free
speech, free enterprise and the American trial system.
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PHYSIOGRAPHIC INFLUENCES ON WORLD AFFAIRS

In the spring term a course entitled "Physiographic Influences on World Affairs" will be offered.
Disappointment at failing to find a hot dog
stand in Calcutta, a modern bathroom in the Congo,
or a drive-in theatre in Afghanistan is a . luxury
of ignorance in the modem world. Peoples throughout the world vary in psychological outlook .and
1eaction because of certain basic influences. Greece
remained a divided, struggling peninsula, not only
because of divergent historical traditions but because of the physical environment which produced
those traditions. Climate, rainfall, mineral resources, soil, flora and fauna-these and many other
environmental factors have shaped the national
characteristics that have evolved in the modern
world.
While in the Military Orientation Course the
aim is to make students aware of their immediate
defensive role, and in the Free Society Course it is
to make them aware of their responsibilities as
American citizens, in the third course, the aim is to
make them better citizens of the world in a progressive expansion of responsibility. It is more
important to understand the reasons why other
peoples differ from us than to try to remake the
world in the image of the "immortal American."
With adequate knowledge of geographic and
climatic determinism, our students will better be
able to look beyond the superficial differences in
peoples of other lands.
NEW COURSES IN GEOGRAPHY

As a result of accumulating evidence on the
lack of knowledge of elementary geography by
the average American, Rollins College is also introducing a series of five-hour geography courses
given in alternate sets of three each year. All
geographical influences will be considered: physical,
geological, climatic, fluvial, vegetative, aboriginal
and anthropological, historical, and economic and
political, with special reference to their relation
to the United States. The following six courses
will be given under the supervision of Professor
Rudolph Fischer who studied geography in the
Graduate School of the University of Basel in
Switzerland.
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201£. Principles of Geography: Fall 1951-52
202w. The Geography of North America, The
Arctic and Greenland: Winter 1951-52
203s. The Geography of Central and South
America and the Antarctic: Spring
1951-52
204f. The Geography of Europe: Fall 195253
205w. The Geography of The Middle East,
Africa, Australia and New Zealand:
Winter 1952-53
206s. The Geography of Asia, The Far East
and the Pacific: Spring 1952-53
NEW COURSES IN EDUCATION AND
PHYSICAL EDUCATION

One of the principal problems confronting
American education is the scarcity of elementary
school teachers. For over twenty years Rollins
has been offering courses in specialized subject
matter, with minors providing the students with
enough courses in education to enable them to obtain certification for secondary school teaching.
Now to meet the specific problem of elementary
school needs, Rollins College is introducing seven
new courses in Education and Physical Education.
Last year two new courses were introduced in General School Music Methods, providing for three
term hours in two successive terms.
Some of the new courses for 1951-52 and 195253 are full courses while others are offered as
evening courses for the convenience of Orange
County elementary teachers who need additional
work to obtain their permanent certification. The
courses are as follows:
203s. Children's Literature: a comprehensive
survey of books for children on the use of
library materials. Evening course of three
term hours: Spring 1951-52
321-2-3. Child's Physical Environment: content
and method of teaching science and arithmetic in elementary school. Two hour seminar in afternoon: 1951-52
310w. Physical Education in the Elementary
School : the organization and conduct of
physical education programs in the elementary grades. Full five hour course: \Vinter 1951-52
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311 w. Health Education in the Elementary
School: principles of health education with
attention to safety and healthful home and
school living. Full five hour course: Winter
1952-53
32lf. Art in Elementary Education: content and
method of teaching art in the elementary
grades. Three hour evening course : Fall
1951-52
305w. Reading in the Elementary School: objectives of a reading program for the elementary
school and techniques of developing reading skills with special attention to remedial
methods. Three term hour seminar, afternoons: Winter 1951-52
303f. Teaching in the Elementary School: principles of teaching, methods and curriculum
for the elementary grades. Full five hour
course: Fall 1951-52
In addition to three courses now being taught
in Physical Education, Theory and Practice of
Coaching the Major Sports (363s 1951-52, five
hours), Theory and Practice of Physical Education (364s 1952-53, five hours), and Principles of
Physical Education (362f 1951-52, five hours), an
additional course will be offered for recreational
directors in community activities. This course,
Physical Education 365f, Recreation in the Community, will be offered in 1952-53 as a five hour •
course.
OTHER NEW COURSES

New courses in Dramatic Criticism and Writing
the One Act Play, taught by Walter Prichard
Eaton, are being added in the winter term. Mr.
Eaton formerly was drama critic for the New York
Herald-Tribttne and New York Sun and served as
Professor of Playwriting at Yale University from
1933 to 1947.
Miss Helen Knox, formerly Director of the
Women's Department of the Chase National Bank
of New York and author of the _recent book, Mone')'
Wise, will give a series of lectures in the new course,
Everyday Finance for Women. This course · is designed to give women students at Rollins the
fundamentals of banking as a human relationship,
insurance, investments and taxes, as well as to help
them solve the more everyday financial problems
encountered in college.
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COURSES FOR THE COMMUNITY
In addition to the Education and Physical Education courses mentioned above, Rollins in 1951-52
will present the widest range of community courses
it has ever offered to the public. A tentative list
of these courses, which will be taught by Rollins
faculty, includes Shorthand, Typing, Business Law,
Spanish, French, Russian (to be taught by General
Moriarty), German, Music Appreciation, Piano,
Psychology, Social Science, General Science, Drawings of the Old Masters, Fine Prints, Art Methods
for Teachers, Creative Writing, and several courses
for children in rhythmics, choral singing and the
theatre. Community courses will be offered :;it a
nominal fee. George Saute, Professor of Mathematics, has been appointed Director of Courses
for the Community.

MILITARY COURSES
By contract with the United States Air Force,
Rollins College is now offering seven courses for
resident credit at the Patrick Air Force Base,
Cocoa, Florida. These courses in Spanish, English
Composition, Algebra and Trigonometry, Analytic
Geometry and Calculus, Business Law, Accounting and Social Psychology are held on Wednesday
· and Thursday evenings at the Patrick Air Force
Base. They offer credit for three semester hours
and last for sixteen weeks. Under the Air Force
program, "Operation Bootstrap," the students pay
one-fourth of the fee of ten dollars per credit hour
and the remainder is paid by the Air Force. In the
event that the student has educational privileges
under the G.I. Bill of Rights, the cost is borne by
the Veterans Administration. When a student comes
within six months of a degree he is eligible to
attend Rollins on temporary duty until he obtains
his degree. In August, 160 students were enrolled
in the various sections of the above courses.
Lieutenant John T. Fauls, Information and
Education Officer, has been appointed Associate
Director of the Rollins Branch at Patrick Air Force
Base. A graduate of Harvard University, where
he is taking graduate work, he organized an extension branch at Harvard similar to that maintained by Rollins at P AFB. Captain Herbert An11

thony Jordan of P AFB, graduate of Sam Houston
State College, with two years' research in criminology and juvenile delinquency in graduate
school, has been appointed part-time instructor in
social psychology in the extension branch. Similarly, Louise Manley Hollenbeck, B.S., Memphis
State College and M.S., University of Texas, has
been made part-time instructor in accounting.
Contracts for other Rollins extension branches
are being completed with Orlando Air Force Base
and Sanford Naval Air Base. Another nearby base
in the process of activation has indicated an interest in the Rollins extension branches.

NEW CONSTRUCTION
Within the past few years Rollins has added
many new buildings to its campus which now includes thirty structures, mostly of beautiful Spanish
Mediterranean architecture.
The new $525,000 Mills Memorial Library was
given through the generosity of the Davella Mills
Foundation and contains every advantage educational architects can build into a library. In addition to stacks large enough to take care of the
growing library for years to come, the Mills Memorial Library contains spacious reading rooms,
faculty offices, conference rooms, reference rooms,
a broadcasting studio and a small theater. In
the Rollins tradition, it also has a garden.
A thoroughly reconditioned Knowles Science
Hall has been brought up to date with the best in
modern laboratory and research equipment.
The Morse Gallery of Art has been air conditioned and a terrace and garden have been added.

THE SIGNIFICANCE OF THE
ROLLINS CONFERENCE PLAN
The Rollins Conference Plan itself would be
meaningless without a careful analysis of each
student's capacities. The student must first become
aware of the characteristics of his mind. To provide this knowledge and this basis for self-appraisal, entering students are given aptitudt tests.
The results of these tests, together with the previous
academic record and the subjective impressions of
experienced counselors are discussed with each
student.
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Student growth could not be taken for granted,
however, if the assumptions which lie behind careful
counseling were not translated into terms of classroom instruction. At Rollins this translation into
the Conference Plan operates in two important ways.
In the first place the classes are small enough so
that it is practicable to instruct through full inter._
change between instructor and student, in other
words through the method of the round table discussion. The formal lecture, implying as it does
the pouring of knowledge into a passive receptacle,
plays a relatively minor part in instruction at Rollins. In the second place, education in the classroom is supplemented by frequent conferences with
the individual student. This plan, expensive though
it is in time and effort, has become so much a part
of the educational philosophy at Rollins that it is
difficult for some faculty members to conceive of
having taught successfully in any other way.

In the conference room individual speaks to individual in a close communion of intellectual interests and mutual understanding. In the words of
the late Hamilton Holt, the Conference Plan enables instructors to teach students not subjects.
It is at once a highly effective approach to education and an encouragement to academic companionship between instructor and student.
Twenty-seven years ago Hamilton Holt came to
Rollins College as President. Through him and
the resilient minds that gathered around him, the
Conference Plan came into being. Considered
radical, at first, its initial opposition was formidable; yet today it has come to be a highly regarded
approach to American education. As pioneer, Rollins is proud that by 1949 even the military had
sent a team of officers to study the Conference Plan
in order to incorporate it where possible into military education. But if Rollins is gratified that
the Conference Plan has spread, it is prouder still
that it is being improved by each new class of
students on this campus and that each class reveals
anew that it is a continually flexible approach, selfperpetuating with the spirit of the individual.
Those who have followed the Conference Plan have
found that when human dignity is recognized it is
eager to assert itself. That is both the motive and
the justification for the Conference Plan approach
to education.
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THE VALUE OF A LIBERAL ARTS
EDUCATION IN THE
CONTEMPORARY WORLD
In an age of specialized technicians there is
ample evidence of the scarcity of men able to confront and solve the problems of an increasingly
complex civilization. This by no means implies
any criticism of the necessity of having specialists
and of continuing to train them, but the education
of a specialist is a narrowing process. As he digs
deeper in his specialty and understands its restrictive world, the specialist becomes less able
to communicate with and understand the language
of his fellows in other fields; he becomes less competent to grapple with the inter-related processes
of life.
A liberal arts education is designed to produce
men and women who can find a place above the
specialists where men with broad vision are needed.
Science has made progress since the beginning of
World War II, but it does not necessarily follow
that a specialist in one field is competent to understand and direct the specialists in another field.
Consequently, as the stimulus of international crises
impels man forward in his scientific achievements,
men must be trained who have the vision to integrate
and correlate, the wisdom to compromise and comprehend, and the broad understanding of human
relations to ease the frictions of an accelerated
world on the human spirit. Leaders who must adapt
themselves to changing circumstances need balance,
perspective and human understanding. It is the
role of the small liberal arts college to help create
such leaders, to help build men and women who do
not resist the responsibility that a broad education
illuminates.

GRADUATE STUDY AWARDS TO
ROLLINS SENIORS
Each year from twenty to forty per cent of
Rollins graduates continue their training in outstanding graduate schools in this country and
abroad. Outstanding among the scholarships and
fellowships awarded to the seniors of 1951 are the
following :
•S hirley Christensen, voice major, received a substantial Fulbright Grant to study at the Sorbonne in Paris.
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Walter Roose, history major, was awarded a
$1,000 Carnegie Fellowship to study education and history at George Peabody College
for Teachers.
Marjorie Norris, history major, received a $700
scholarship to study Far Eastern History at
Duke University.
Max Grulke, biology major, was awarded an
$850 Research Assistantship at the University
of Texas.
Rollins seniors of 1951, prior to commencement,
had already been accepted by other graduate schools
of such universities as: Northwestern, Chicago,
Oregon, Wisconsin, Illinois, North Carolina, Duke
and the University of Hawaii, the Illinois Institute
of Technology, Tulane University Medical School,
and Stanford, Emory and Columbia Universities.

ORIENTATION WEEK
Entering students at Rollins arrive early
in order to get acquainted with one another
and their advisers without the distracting influence
of a large body of upperclassmen. Each entering
student, freshman and transfer, will be assigned
a student and faculty adviser and will be furnished
an "R" Book, a practical guide to life at Rollins.
The faculty adviser will help plan each student's
schedule of courses based upon aptitude tests and
other inquiries into individual needs.
During Orientation Week new students will
have ample free time for individual pursuits; however, an interesting program of large and small
group activities is scheduled. Based on the Rollins
Conference Plan approach, students will participate
in discussions on the history, geography and attractions of Florida, will meet in informal groups
with the Dean of the Chapel and the Dean of
Women, and will see motion pictures on topics of
special interest to those who are in Florida for the
first time. A picnic, water ski show, skating party
and other recreational activities are included in
the program.
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